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Celebraling The /(Mtur of
HELEN DESHA BEAMER
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Heleyw Desha Beamer

How do you pass the time when you're on a long
ride to visit a friend? If you are Helen Desha
Beamer, you may decide to compose a song, com-
plete with music and lyrics. A friend, Annabelle
Ruddle, described such a trip in a letter.

“Helen was in my station wagon when she
wrote Na Kuahiwi Elima. We were on our way
to Paniau and. . . had left Hilo very early in the
morning to be at Kawaihae between 6:30 &
7:00. We got out to Ahualoa and along the
plains [at] about day break and it was so clear
and beautiful - Mauna Kea & Mauna Loa — we
could look into a part of Waipio and Waimanu
with the waterfalls so clear — then Hualalai.
Helen picked up her ukulele and was strum-
ming. . . and singing. . .words and music
together, each mountain as it came to her, and
the valleys, and then when we got into Waimea
— the Kohala Mountains. . . on the way down to
Kawaihae — Haleakala. Before we reached
Kawaihae she had it completed — melody and
words.”

Her grandson, Mahi Beamer, says that part of her
genius was in being able to compose songs with
such speed that:

- “[Sometimes] she would wake up in the middle

~ of the night, go to the piano and everything
would come to her — all the words, and music
and everything. She would jot down the music
in her number style and then the lyrics, and
she would have a complete song. And she
would write on anything — on the backs of
envelopes or torn pieces of paper - and there
would be lots of these little notepapers all over.
Also she carried her ukulele with her a lot. She
would sing as she went along. So as she was
composing a piece she was playing it. . .”

Helen’s stunning musical talent was evident early
in her life. When she was a young student at
Kamehameha School for Girls, her music teacher,

Cordelia Clymer, noted in a music program annu-
al report that “In piano music, there has been
splendid advancement on the part of. . .Helen
Desha, a future composer and player. . .”

After graduating from Kamehameha in 1900, she
returned to Hilo and, in 1902, began to compose
music and teach the hula. She became an accom-
plished musician, composer and singer who was
gifted with a high, clear, coloratura soprano voice.
She taught herself music notation by copying
reams of piano and vocal music. Her fluency in
the Hawaiian language, with all its subtleties and
delicate nuance, enabled her to compose lyrics
which create vivid pictures of the places and peo-
ple in her songs, and give the listener the delight-
ful sensation of being there in that time and
place.

“You've got to remember that the music and
words that you're singing are really what she
meant. She is not talking about something else.
She is talking about that flower. In Kimo Hula,
for example, she is talking about her friend
Kimo Henderson of the Scottish Highlands, of
what he meant to her and of his generosity.
When she talks about Francis Brown and
Keawaiki, she is asking you to come and enjoy
the hospitality. Don't look for another meaning
in the music because the true meaning is all
there in front of you. . ."”

—Marmionett Ka‘aihue

Granddaughter



“Early on, grandma taught us to run movies When she would play the piano and sing, the

[in our heads] as we sing the songs or dance the canaries in the birdcage would also chirp and
hulas. And then you're in that moment and giv- sing. Whenever family, friends or anyone else
ing everything of yourself. You know what the came over to the house to visit, there would be
words mean and you see everything as you're lots of singing and dancing. We were taught the
singing it. In this way you express it as beauti- love of our family and friends, our Hawaiian
fully as you can.” heritage, respect for ourselves and our elders as

—Mahi Beamer well as people of other nationalities and their

Grandson customs.”
—Bonnie Beamer

“It was kind of magic; sitting on the rocks and Granddaughter
listening, feeling, learning how to chant, follow-
ing the actions of the waves. . .she would have She sang everything — English, French and U Ler Desl
us do vocally what the wave was doing on the Mexican songs, operettas — a wide variety of gien Lcoka
shore. . .It was interesting being taught that way music. In addition, many of her 20 grandchildren Beamer as a
—the technique was 5o good. and great-grandchildren became skilled musicians

—Nona Beamer
Granddaughter

young womait.

and exceptional entertainers and dancers.
“Sweetheart Grandma,” as her descendants
affectionately call her, set the tradition and

In 1910, Helen Desha married Peter Carl Beamer, a : e ‘
provided the inspiration for their success.

successful Hilo businessman. They raised five
children, all of whom became talented musicians,
singers, composers and dancers. She loved her
children and grandchildren dearly, and taught
them a love for Hawaiian music and dance as well

“Every time I was with her, she made me feel so
special; the way she would talk to me, the way
she would answer my questions, and never be
impatient. . .always talking to me like I was an

as the music of other cultures. important little person in her life.”
—Nona Beamer

“Grandpa and Grandma Beamer lived in Hilo Granddaughter
across the street from the electric power plant,
on the banks of the Wailuku River. As children She was a teacher of the mele and hula of Hawai‘i
we climbed the trail down to the river by Maui's and shared her knowledge of things Hawaiian with
Canoe to play. When it was time to come home, family and friends. Her legacy lives on, not only in
sweetheart grandma would go to the porch and her family and their many talents, but also in her
sing out with a melodic call... using her high music and the era it represents. Her legacy also
soprano voice, hitting a high C that would lives in the students of Kamehameha who have

reverberate up and down the river, even over
the roar of the water going through the turbines
of the power plant. The neighborhood knew
that we children were to get home.

performed her music often over the past 78 years
of Song Contests and perform it again this evening
in a program that is devoted exclusively to her.




HAWAI'Il PONO'I

Hawai‘i pono‘i, Hawai‘i’s own,
Nana i kou md'i, Look to your king,
Ka lani ali‘i, The royal chief,
Ke ali‘i. The chief.

Makua lani &, Royal father,
Kamehameha &, Kamehameha,

Na kaua e pale We shall defend
Me ka ihe. With spears.

SONS OF HAWAI'I

Be strong, and ally ye, Oh sons of Hawai'i,
And nobly stand together, hand in hand.

All dangers defy ye, Oh sons of Hawai'i,

And bravely serve your own, your fatherland!

Be firm, and deny ye, Oh sons of Hawai'i,
Allurements that your race will overwhelm.
Be true and rely ye, Oh sons of Hawai‘i,

On God, the prop and pillar of your realm.

Refrain:
Ring, ring, Kalihi ring,
Swell the echo of our song.
Ray, ray, ray, ray, ray, rah,
ray, ray, Kamehameha!
Let hills and valleys loud our song prolong!



CELEBRATING THE MUSIC OF
HELEN DESHA BEAMER

Pu Kani Vincent Jacob ‘03, Daniel Nitahara ‘02
Richard Grimes ‘01, Kaipo Simpson ‘00

Oli Ho‘okipa Rory Cosma, Ka‘enaaloha Hopkins ‘00
Ua Ao Hawai‘i ‘Umiokalani Jensen, Kawehi Tom ‘01
He Inoa no Pauahi Ka‘ula Kalawa, Haunani Louis ‘02

Kekai Crabbe, Megan Kanoa ‘03

She lives on

*Pule Richard Paul Knopf, Jr. ‘00
Keiki Kahu through ber songs.
*HAWAI‘I PONO‘I King Kalakaua, Henry Berger

Lindsey Kepa‘a ‘00, Director

‘Olelo Ho‘okipa T.J. Auld ‘00, ASKS+ President
Charisse Hanawahine ‘00
ASKS Director of Internal Affairs

* Audience please stand
+ Associated Students of Kamehameha Schools




HO'OKUKU O NA WAHINE

Presentation of Songs La‘an.um Lunn ‘01
ASKS Corresponding Secretary

PAPA 10
Presentation - Dana Jacobe, Class Publicity Director
Song Director - Haunani Louis

Helen Desha Beamer

PIHANAKALANI
Written for Hannah Keli‘iheleloa Hind for her birthday celebration Arranged by Randie Kamuela Fong
at Pihanakalani, her home at Pu‘uwa‘awa‘a Ranch.

Aia i ka la‘i o Pu‘uwa‘awa‘a
Home noho o ka wahine
Pu‘uwai aloha
Keli‘iheleloa, kou inoa

E 6 ka wahine nona ka lei

E 6 ka wahine nona ka lei

Wehiwehi Pihanakalani

I nd pua ‘ala onaona

Kahi a nd manu e luana ai

la home i puia i ke ‘ala
Home nani ho‘okipa malihini
Home nani ho‘okipa malihini
E 6 ka wahine nona ka lei

There in the serenity of Pu‘uwa‘awa‘a
Home where dwells the lady

Loving heart

Keli‘iheleloa, your name

O answer, Lady for whom this lei

O answer, Lady for whom this lei

Pihanakalani is beautifully arrayed

In lovely fragrant flowers

Gathering place for the birds to enjoy at leisure
O’erspread with sweet fragrance

Beautiful home, gracious hospitality

Beautiful home, gracious hospitality

O answer, Lady for whom this lei



PAPA 11
Presentation - Natalie Young, Class Vice President
Song Director - Crystal Mateo

KAWOHIKUKAPULANI
A wedding gift for the composer’s daughter,

Helen Desha Beamer
Arranged by Alvina Nye Kaulili

Helen Elizabeth Kawohikukapulani “Baby” Beamer,
on the occasion of her marriage to Charles William Dahlberg,

April 3, 1941.

He lei ‘a‘i ‘oe na ke kupuna

A he milimili ‘oe na ka makua
Pialama ‘ia ‘oe me ke aloha
Hi‘ipoi ‘ia ‘oe ma ku‘u poli

He lei aloha ‘oe, ua kaulana
I pauku ‘ia me ka ‘ahihi
Ho‘ohihi né wau na‘u ‘oe
‘O ko'u kuleana pa‘a no ia

Ha‘ina ‘ia mai ana ka puana
Ku‘u lei nani ‘oe poina ‘ole
Hea aku makou e 6 mai ‘oe

‘O Kawohikikapulani, he inoa

You are an adornment (neck lei) for the
grandparents

And a darling for your parents

Cherished with love

You are cradled on my bosom

You are a beloved lei, renowned
Linked with the ‘ahihi

I too am involved for you are mine
This is my right — permanently

The story is told

You are my beautiful child — unforgettable
We call — you answer

Kawohikukapulani, your name

Front entrance to

Halebuki, Helen and

Peter Carl Beamery

bome in Hilo.




PAPA 12

Presentation - Michelle Mueller, Class Secretary
Song Director - Heather Weaver

MOANIKEALA

Composed for Leimakani Henderson and her lovely home,
Moanike‘ala, in Pi‘thonua, Hilo.

Nani wale ‘o Moanike‘ala
E noho maila i ka ‘iu

I laila hia‘ai na manu

Na ‘i'iwi maka polena

Hui:

E ke ‘ala e moani nei
Kui “ia, haku ‘ia ko wehi
E ke ‘ala e moani nei
Eia mai ‘o Leionaona

A he nani ‘i‘o no ia uka

I pulu‘elo i ka ua noe

He puia wale n6 ka nahele
I ke onaona o na pua

Music by Helen Desha Beamer
Lyrics by E.A. Nawahi
Arranged by Laura E. Brown

Oh! lovely Moanike‘ala

Where throned aloft on uplands fair
Songbirds congregating ever

Tiwi leave it never

Oh! the fragrance forever waiting

Flowers strung, flowers plaited, your adornment
Oh! the fragrance forever wafting

When you come Leionaona

Nature’s beauty most wondrous there
Mists o’er spreading keep it fair

Oh! the fragrance of the forest

Where the woodland perfumes rest



HO'OKUKU O NA KANE

Presentation of Songs Makana Tocman ‘01
ASKS Director of External Affairs

PAPA 10

Presentation - Ryan Chun
Song Director - Ryan Soon

KINUE

To Arthur Greenwell and family in commemoration Music by Helen Desha Beamer
z{) ?n gflglaggﬁiewarmmg at their Kealakekua mountain Lyrics by Noenoe Wall
Arranged by Les Ceballos Helen and ber husband

Hanohano Pauahi i ka uhiwai Glorious, Pauahi in the mist th Helen’ Yooy
Me ka ua kilihune o ke kuahiwi And fine rain of the mountain §Rew Liclen s molizer;
Hone ana e ka leo o ke kelepona Sweet, soft voice on the telephone Liabella Hale‘ala
E kono mai ana ia‘u e kipa aku Inviting me to visit

Ka'ili Miller Desha.
Launa pu me na hoa aloha Enjoying together with dear friends
lIa home ho‘okipa pumehana The warm hospitality of this home
Ho‘ohihi na manu i ka la‘i The birds are lured by the quiet calm
Ho‘ola‘i na malihini i ka nani The guests content in beautiful surroundings
E ake ana e ‘ike ia Papaloa Longing to see Papaloa
A he loa, a he loa mai ho'i kau So far away, so distant
Ja home kaulana o ia uka This home, well-known in these uplands
Moani ana ke ‘ala o na pua Wafting sweet fragrance of the flower
Mea ‘ole ke alanui kike‘eke‘e The crooked road is as nothing
I ka holu malie ho'i a ka jeep To the easy swaying of the jeep
Hea aku noau, 6 mai ‘oukou I call, you answer
Na pua lei aloha a Kinué Beloved children of Kinué (Descendants)

Na pua lei aloha a Kinué Beloved children of Kinué




PAPA 11

Presentation - Pete Hostetler
Song Director - Nafetalai Naphaniel Feki Po‘uha

HE MAKANA

Helen Desha Beamer

Arranged by Leila Hohu Kiaha

A musical gift to Helen Henderson on the occasion of her marriage to

Seldon “Buddy” Chillingworth, December 16, 1939.

A ka luna au o Pi‘ihonua

I ka uluwehiwehi o Moanike‘ala
Pa ana ka makani Lihaupua
Lawe mai ana i ka nuhau‘oli

Hui:

He makana na ka ua Kanilehua
Ia ‘oe e ka ua Kukalahale

Lawe ‘ia, lei ‘ia, ptlama ‘ia

I pa‘a ke aloha pili me ‘oe

I aloha nau no na kau a kau

‘Auhea wale ‘oe e ke Kéhau
E ho‘oma‘l nei i na pua

Ua ko‘i‘i ua ‘ala Leionaona
Ke lei ‘ia maila e ke aloha

Ha‘ina ‘ia mai ana ka puana
No ka lei pua ‘ala onaona
Ha‘ina ‘ia mai ana ka puana
E aloha ‘6lua a mau loa

I am up at Pi‘thonua

Midst the greenery of Moanike‘ala
The wind Lihaupua blows
Bringing the happy news

A gift of the Rain Kanilehua (Hilo)

To you O Rain Kikalahale (Honolulu)
Take it, wear it, cherish it

A love sealed with you

A love for you, forever

Attend, O Kehau

Freshen the flowers

Desirable and sweet Leionaona
Wearing love’s lei

The story is told

Of this lei of fragrant flowers
The story is told

May you (two) love forever



PAPA 12
Presentation - Kohono Mossman, Class President

Song Director - Tithing Chun
PUA MALIHINI Helen Desha Beamer

A wedding gift for Charles William Dahlberg, Arranged by Robert Cazimero
who married the composer’s daughter,

Kawohikukapulani “Baby” Beamer, April 3, 1941.

Ku‘u pua malihini, my darling My rare new blossom, my darling

I ko‘i‘i i ka ua Kanilehua Freshened in the rain Kanilehua

Kuko loko a ho‘oko A strong desire within awaits fulfillment

Just you and I Just you and I

Just you and I Just you and 1

Ko maka palupalu ka‘u i ‘ike Your gentle eyes I have seen

Ko hanu ‘a‘ala ka‘u i honi Your sweet breath I have known in a scented kiss
He mehana aia i ko poli The warmth of your embrace

Ho‘i mai kaua e pili Come, let us be together

E aloha kaua a mau loa May we love forever

Another view of

Halebukt, the Beamer

family bome in Hilo.




HO‘'OKUKU O NA PAPA

Combived Class Cbllyﬂ/i/im

Presentation of Songs Desiree Koanui ‘03, Class President

PAPA 9
Song Director - Alika Nevin RayHenry Young

KEAWAIKI Helen Desha Beamer
Arranged by Randie Kamuela Fong

Written for Francis ‘I'i Brown to commemorate a gathering
at his home, Keawaiki, in North Kona.

Here is an invitation received from Keawaiki

E kipa, e nanea, e ho‘olaukanaka To visit, relax, to get together and lunch with friends
E pa‘ina ai ho'i me ia kini Beloved son of Hawai'i

Keiki aloha a Hawai‘i You are our favorite indeed

He punahele ho‘i ‘oe na makou

Eia 1a he kono ua loa‘a mai Keawaiki

He nani a he ‘olu‘olu ‘i‘o n6 Truly beautiful, cool and comfortable

Ia home i ka ‘ae kai This home by the sea

I laila ‘oe e ola ai You live there

Keiki aloha a Hawai'i Beloved son of Hawai‘i

He punahele ho'i ‘oe na makou You are our favorite indeed






